	Welcome to the HPPA update for the Pre-97 Pension Justice Alliance campaign for April 2026. 



	HPPA is a leading partner in the pre-97 Pension Justice Alliance, which represents over 50,000 pensioners from 13 companies. We continue to actively campaign for fair payment of indexation for pre-1997 defined benefit pensions. 



	Our recent work
a. We have worked to influence the Pension Schemes Bill from the start and through its passage from the House of Commons to the House of Lords. We helped with several amendments in both Houses. However, none of these amendments have been successful. 
b. The Bill returns to the House on 15 April with 3 amendments made in the House of Lords regarding mandation. We are hoping for a long game of “ping- pong.”
c. We stay in touch with the Media contacting journalists, newspapers, pensions publications and TV outlets with updates regarding the ongoing concerns and events e.g. the adjournment debate in the House of Commons on 19 March. More on the debate below.
d. The campaign has been gathering support from MPs by using personalised letters and meetings to build wider and deeper understanding of the pre-97 pension injustice. So far this year we have had sight of 303 emails sent to MPs by our members, of which almost 100 were with reference to the Adjournment debate on March 19th. Our MP supporters have grown in number to 120.
e. Patricia has engaged with many MPs directly to fully explain our situation, and our concerns about the bill.
f. We have assisted some of our members who were invited to meetings with their MP and Minister Torsten Bell. For example, Bracknell MP Peter Swallow recently had a meeting with 3 pensioners and Minister Torsten Bell. Peter has approximately 70 affected pensioners in his constituency from Digital, HP, Wood Group (Foster Wheeler), and 3M. The purpose of the meeting was to give the minister first hand views about the pre-97 pension injustice and the Pension Schemes Bill. He asked each of those at the meeting to explain their feelings and then gave them an overview of what he was trying to achieve. One member was encouraged but others were not. 

Adjournment Debate
During March we asked our members to email their MPs to inform them of an Adjournment debate on March 19th titled ‘Government policy on discretionary increases for pre-97 pensions’ prompted and led by Luke Akehurst MP for North Durham. We had very little notice and recognised that some MPs would be unable to attend, but we followed up immediately with a briefing note to assist those who could and inform those who could not. 



	Although the timing did result in only a small number of MPs participating, it nevertheless was the most comprehensive and accurate debate on the subject ever!



	Luke Akehurst addressed Minister Torsten Bell directly on behalf of Nissan pensioners in his constituency began by saying “Across the country, an estimated 1 million pensioners are losing out on pension increases that they ought to be entitled to, simply because the hard shift that they put in to pay into their pensions happened to occur before an arbitrary date in a calendar. That is not good enough. I have secured this debate to shed light on the injustice of the lack of statutory increases for pre-1997 defined-benefit pension schemes, and to ask the Minister what the Government are going to do about it.” 
Well said Luke!



	He was supported by Dame Nia Griffith – Labour MP for Llanelli, Jesse Norman - Conservative MP for Hereford and South Herefordshire, Sir Julian Lewis - Conservative MP for New Forest East, Matt Rodda – Labour MP for Reading Central and Liz Twist – Labour MP for Blaydon and Consett, who all spoke on behalf of pre-97 pensioners in their constituencies. 



	
Dame Nia Griffiths drew attention to “the make-up of the trustee boards means that the company is in control.” 



	Jesse Norman spoke about Special Metals in Wigan. Jesse named for the Hansard record the late leaders of the Special Metals campaign, Les Collard and Roy Harries. 



	Matt Rodda spoke on behalf of multiple pensioners in his constituency including those from HPE (Digital and HP) and Wood Group (Foster Wheeler). 



	In response the minister made 2 “reflections”, and we have communicated our view to the minister. 



	Torsten Bell, Reflection 1 
“Let me be really clear: if trustees wish to insist on discretionary pre-1997 indexation as a condition for surplus release, they will be entitled to do so.” 



	
Our Reply - The experience of 13 schemes over a quarter of a century disputes this assertion. The decision regarding discretionary increases rests with the sponsoring company not the Trustee. In some cases, there is written evidence of corporate policy from the headquarters that only the specific requirements of the scheme rules and the primary legislation of the country will be met. 




	



	The problem is not balance of power within the Trustee but in the balance of power between the Company and the Trustee. The company always has the majority control. Encouraging and exhorting the Trustee will not change that reality. 



	
Torsten Bell, Reflection 2 
“First, whatever the scheme rules, there is no excuse for employers not to fully engage with trustees on these decisions and questions.” 



	
Our Reply- No excuse is needed. Their actions are perfectly legal. Furthermore, since this has been occurring across at least 13 major schemes for more than 2 decades, who has noticed? The pensioners with pre-97 service certainly have noticed. 



	On March 21st we emailed our members and many prominent MPs with a follow-up to the debate which included links to the online video and transcript.

Many Words, No Change Yet
Our concern remains the same. The Pension Schemes Bill is likely to pass without the means to resolve the long-standing injustice for pre-97 pensioners. The minister has not introduced primary legislation which would force a positive action. We do not see a resolution via secondary legislation or guidance. However, we continue to develop and propose ways forward. 



	HPE 2026 Discretionary increase letters
The annual discretionary award letters have begun to arrive and HPE have confirmed another year of zero increase. The letters again have not been personally addressed nor signed and are simply a statement of the outcome. HPPA has shared this information with MPs to demonstrate the continuation of the injustice.

Letter to Trustee
On April 8th HPPA wrote a letter to the Trustee about the “Discretionary Increase Letter”. We commented on the impersonal tone and lack of signatures. We asked for clarification of two key statements in the letter. We will share the letter and the response at the right time.



	Upcoming for the remainder of April
a. The Bill returns to the House of Commons on April 15th. The Conservatives have serious concerns regarding the mandation element and have been successful with adding amendments to the Bill. These changes to the Bill now require debate of the Commons. You can watch the debate on either: 



	Parliamentlive.tv - Commons 



	Watch BBC Parliament live - BBC iPlayer
b. We have been approached by a legal firm specialising in collective redress. This unsolicited enquiry is being carefully considered. We will provide more on this later.
d. There is a meeting of the Alliance members and other pension injustice groups scheduled for April 13th to explore potential collaboration. 

Conclusion
The activities in March 2026 and April 2026 are part of a broader and longer-term campaign to resolve injustices faced by pensioners with pre-1997 pensions. For more information and to stay up to date you can also see: 



	Pre-97 Pension Justice - YouTube 



	Pre-97 HPPA & Alliance Pension Justice | Facebook



	



	Best wishes, 
Patricia, HPPA Chair 



